Review of draft course documents for internal medicine and dermatovenerology

Recommendations, explanations and suggestions

1. ECTS: 

Agree a common system (for example 1 ECTS = 25 - 30 hours of workload)

2. Course structure:

State all components of the teaching system and the hours for each component (lectures, practical, tutorials, seminars, clerkship, workshops, clinical conferences and include student directed learning)

3. Pre-requisite courses:

State the courses that should be passed before starting this course

4. Course description:

Simple statement of the course content

Course 'location'
Example:

Course Description: 

The course will provide basic knowledge to the students about the etiology of skin diseases and sexually transmitted diseases; the signs, symptoms, differential diagnoses, diagnosis and treatment of common skin and venereal diseases.

5. Course aims, objectives and outcomes:

State clearly the aims and objectives

Example:

Course aims:

The aim of this course is to introduce basic knowledge and skills in dermatology and venerology, focusing on aetiopathogenesis, epidemiology, patophysiology, diagnosis and management of the most common and important symptoms/signs of diseases within the field. This course will include problem-based learning.

Learning Outcomes: 

Knowledge

On completion of this module, the student will be able to:

1. describe the origin, signs and symptoms of common dermatovenerological diseases

2. formulate an appropriate differential diagnoses of common dermatovenerological diseases

3. diagnose and provide initial treatment for common skin diseases and sexually transmitted diseases

4. diagnose and manage common medical emergencies related to skin diseases an sexually transmitted diseases

Skills

1. demonstrate the ability to take a full medical history of patients

2. demonstrate the ability to carry out clinical examination and description of cutaneous findings using dermatological terminology

Competencies

1. This section may be required for some courses for example demonstrate the ability to critically evaluate the medical history and diagnostic results and decide whether referral is necessary

6. Learning and teaching methods

Methods used to achieve the learning outcomes will include lectures, guest lectures, tutorials, laboratory sessions, problem-based learning, clerkships, computer-based learning, technical reviews, site visits, case studies, web-based studies, seminars and student-directed learning.

7. Course content

Detailed description of the course lectures and practicals

Example

Lectures:

1. Introduction in Dermatovenerology (definition, structure and function of the skin and skin apendages; dermatoepidemiology) 
2. Infections of the Skin (the probable offending organism, signs, symptoms, clinical apearance, differential diagnosis, laboratory studies, diagnosis, treatment/management and complications of bacterial, viral, parasitic and fungal infections of the skin)
3. Dermatological Allergology (allergy and hypersensitivity; the types of allergic reactions; the etiology, signs, symptoms, differential diagnosis and treatment of urticaria, oedema angioneuroticum, cutaneous drug eruptions, vasculitis) 
4. Eczematous Dermatoses (the term “eczema”; the etiology, signs, symptoms, differential diagnosis and treatment of contact dermatitis, atopic dermatitis, nummular eczema, dyshidrotic eczema)
5. Skin diseases due to mechanical, chemical and thermic causes; Photodermatoses

6. Erithematous and Papulosquamous Eruptions (the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of erythema exudativum multiforme, erythema nodosum, pityriasis rosea, psoriasis, parapsoriasis, lichen ruber planus)
7. Bullous Dermatoses (the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of pemphigus/pemphigoid group of bullous diseases and dermatitis herpetiformis)
8. Connective tissue diseases (the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of lupus erythematosus, scleroderma, dermatomyositis)
9. Adnexal diseases (the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of seborrheic dermatitis, acne, rosacea, perioral dermatitis, disorders of hair growt, onychodystrophia)
10. Pigmentary disorders (the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of vitiligo, chloasma and lentigines)
11. Dermatological Oncology (the basic etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnoses, diagnosis and treatment of naevi, benign tumors, pre-malignant lesions and malignant skin tumors)
12. Non-veneral diseases of male and female genitals (the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis and treatment of balanitis/balanoposthitis and vulvovaginitis)
13. Sexually transmitted diseases (social significance; the etiology, clinical presentation, differential diagnosis, management and complications of syphilis, gonorrhoea, chlamydial infections, LGV, ulcus molle, nonspecific urethritis; cutan manifestations of AIDS)
Practicals:

1. Principles of clinical diagnosis in dermatovenerological practice

2. History of dermatovenerological patient

3. Examination of dermatological patient, 

4. Clinical tests helpful to diagnose dermatological disorders (Auspitz phenomena, Koebner phenomena, Nikolsky's sign, vitropresy, dermographism, etc.)

5. Recognition of skin lesions (macule, papule, nodule, tumor, vesicle, bulla, pustule, fissure, lichenification, keratinisation)

6. Description of skin clinical findings

7. Assesment of skin clinical picture in context of general skin condition of the patient

8. Allergological techniques and laboratory examinations (patch test, intracutaneous test, intercutaneous test)

9. Skin biopsy

10. Principles of topical and systemic dermatological treatment

11. Phototherapy, cryotherapy
8. Course assessment:

Decision required on the best format of examination 

Will there be continuous and final examination or only final exam?

State how the continuous and final examination will be performed (oral, practical, written…)

Decision required on the pass mark for continuous and final examination.

What percentage of marks will be allocated to the continuous and final examination?

9. Literature (essential and additional – books, journals and www)

Issues or points discussed in relation to the review of courses

1. Accommodation and resources

What do we posses and what do we need

List of priorities

2. Staff development

List of staff qualifications, publications, memberships and projects

