Evaluation of examination system

Group 3

Summary of different assessment tools currently used in Medical faculties in BH

1. MCQ

a. MCQ : occasionally used for feedback only 

b. Sometimes used for  continuous assessment credits, scores given (5 to 10)
c. Negative marking not employed
2. Practical exam 

practical exam must be passed first before an oral given and are based on previous years laboratory work. 

Pass or fail or given scores

Taking long patients history
3. ORALS
a. Oral exams are used by all faculties in each subject, questions are used which are well publicised. 

b. On day of public oral examination (at least 2 students present), the student  chooses randomly a professor, and  may take sheet with 10 QS, or less and may be allowed  30 min preparation time

c. Scores given for each answer however the student can do very well on most QS 
but if she or he  fails one Q, may fail exam test completely.
4. WRITTEN ESSAYS
a. sometimes given  instead of public orals.

b. not always clear who is marking them and if answer marking scheme used.

SEMINARS sometimes used in some subjects as continuous assessment of particular subject areas, credits given.

Other assessment tools are not used:
STRUCTURED EXAMINATION PAPERS COVERING ENTIRE MODULE LECTURES WITH   for example 5Q ANSWER 3.ie a
CLOSED BOOK
OSPCE - OBJECTIVE STRUCTURED PRE CLINICAL EXAMINATION NOT EMPLOYED.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Having discussed and considered:
The committee suggests that the following changes be made 

1. use MCQ  if necessary but always use negative marking  for false answers.

2. laboratory exam should coincide with skills learning  outcomes outlined in module descriptor.
3. at public oral examination student should be informed of value for marks weighted  of each Q. The sum of all marks earned should be considered for final mark. 

4. the committee suggest that written examination papers should be employed, where possible as the student scripts  are permanent  records of students attempts. Equally QS and outlined answer marking schemes  hopefully generated by these will lead to greaten transparency  for the student in marking of these exams
5. greater use should be made of short presentations by students that will be marked as continuous assess.

6. Open book assignments of limited time (1 to 3 week to complete) should be explored.
7. OSPCE and OSCE should be used

8. A credit system for continuous evaluation of student work should be part of final marks in every year of study in the faculty.
9. External examiners should be used 

10. Appeal board for students should be established.

